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Dear members and friends of our Congregational Church of Grafton:      

      February has dawned!  This second month of the year is marked by images of a groundhog, called Punxsutawney Phil; a 
football game, called the Super Bowl; and a holiday, called Valentine's Day. 
     In New England, February is also marked by a winter-weather phenomenon:  tri-colored ice: 
      white ice...as in the icicles that dangle like walrus tusks from outdoor roofs; 
      black ice...as in the shiny sheet atop asphalt pavement following an ice storm; and 
      gray ice...as in the sleek lacquer on cement sidewalks after freezing night temperatures. 
     February even presents Mother Nature's version of “dry ice”- - when warm air (at 65 degrees) meets snow-crusted ground (at 
25 degrees), and misty vapors rise from the landscape. 
     In New England, the season of winter expresses itself with different colors and consistencies of ice.  And, New Englanders 
are known to bemoan ice-intensive seasons:  “I'm ready for winter to go away!” 
     Sometimes we humans define ourselves by seasons:  “He exudes an icy attitude” or “She is an ice princess.”  Or we confine 
ourselves within seasons.   We remain home-bound and say we suffer “cabin fever.”  We lock ourselves inside memory-prisons 
of resentment and say we suffer “an ice-cold heart.” 
     However, seasons come; seasons go.   Consider this story. 

* * * * * 
     Once, a wise father of four sons wanted to caution his sons with a lesson:  Do not judge others. 
     The father sent each of his four sons on a mission with this instruction:  “Go to the lone pear tree in the large field at the base 
of the stony mountain.  Report back to me what you see.” 
     He sent the oldest son in winter.  He sent the second-born in spring.  He sent his third son in summer.  He sent the fourth and 
youngest son in autumn. 
     A year later, in the cold of winter, the father gathered his sons and asked each of them, “What did you see?” 
     The oldest son answered, “I saw an ugly tree.  It was barren and lifeless.” 
     The second son argued, “I saw a budding tree.  It was ready to sprout new leaves.” 
     The third son reported, “I saw a blossoming tree.  It was laden with sweet-smelling flowers.” 
     The youngest son insisted, “I saw a bountiful tree.  It was holding bushels of ripe fruit.” 
     The father addressed all his sons, “Each of you is correct.  Each of you saw the same tree.  However, each of you saw the 
tree at a different season of its life.” 
     The wise parent counseled his sons further, “Do not judge a tree—or a person—based on only one season of life.  A tree is a 
composite of many seasons.  Similarly, a person can only be known at the end of his or her life—when all seasons of life have 
been lived.” 

* * * * * 
     Many of us are mindful of the various seasons described in the opening verses of Ecclesiastes 3:  For everything, there is a 
season and a time for every purpose under heaven:  A time to plant and to uproot; to keep and to give away; to keep silent and 
to speak.   
     We are not always so mindful of withholding judgment on others.  As we humans are not defined by a single season, may we 
not judge others by a single season. 
     A single year and a single human life may be marked by the harshness of winter, the birth of spring, the vibrancy of summer, 
and the abundance of autumn. 
     Seasons come; seasons go. 

           Beside you in the journey of faith, 

A Shove from the Dove     Rev. Dr. Barbara Therese   
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Holy Happenings in February! 

Faith-building events within our family of faith 

* * * * * 

February 2 = “Souper Bowl Sunday” 

Sermon Message: Get Y our Hands Dirty...for the Love of God! 

Bring canned soup items  

for “Souper Bowl” Canned Soup Collection 

(final Sunday of collection)  

to benefit Grafton Food Bank. 

All are invited to share in the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper 

(a.k.a. Feast for All). 

* * * * * 

February 9 = Mission Sunday 

Sermon Message:  Mission?  Possible! 

Rev. Zach Kerzee of Worcester Fellowship preaches! 

Special testimony from member 

of Worcester Fellowship will be given. 

* * * * * 

February 16 = Scout Sunday and Valentine Sunday 

Sermon Message:  Love...with Limits 

Members of local Scout Troops and their families 

will join in our Time of Worship and of Fellowship! 

Scout members will participate in service.  

* * * * * 

February 23 = Dance Sunday and Congregational Meeting 

Sermon Message:  The Dance 

New members will be welcomed! 

Annual Congregational Meeting will be conducted 

in the sanctuary 

following Time of Fellowship. 

 

Thank you all for the generous gift certificates presented to me on the fifteenth anniversary 

of being your Administrative Assistant.  We enjoyed them all!  I am blessed to work with 

such a caring congregation and hope to continue to be here for many years to come. 

I am also thankful to all of you who held John in your thoughts and prayers during what seemed like an endless 

illness.  He was very touched that people like you, many of whom he’s never met, cared to pray for his recovery.  We 

are looking forward to 2020 being a much better year!        

              Kris      



 

 

 

 

 

Dear women of the church and friends, 

You’re invited to a “Women’s Connections Mini-Retreat” on Saturday, February 29, 2020 in the 

Fireplace Room at the church from 4:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

We’ll have a 2-hour theme and discussion, followed by soup, bread and fellowship.  The theme is 

titled “What’s under the Snow?”  If you’d like, please bring an unscented candle and your Bible.  

ALL church women and friends are invited.  We’ll help with rides, if anyone needs. 

Please RSVP on SignUp Genius or contact Sue Howell (508-596-7366, suehow6oak@aol.com) or 

Holly Wietgrefe (607-351-1849, wietgrefe@verizon.net).  Please mark this on your calendar!! 

 

New Members Sunday:  February 23, 2020 

 

 Eager to learn more about our congregation's history and story of faith? 

 Excited about taking a tour of our historical church? 

 Interested in joining our faith community? 

 If you answered “yes” to any of these questions, please contact Rev. Barbara and she will  
facilitate opportunities for you to learn more, to take a tour, and to join the membership of our family 
of faith! 

 Rev. Barbara's contact info:   

 Church Office number:  508-839-4513 

 email:  revdrbarbara@gmail.com 

 

Church Tour:  After church on February 9, 2020 

 

New Member Inquiry Session:  After  church on February 16, 2020 

 

New Members Ceremony:  Dur ing church on February 23, 2020 

 

All are welcome to join in the life, worship and mission  

of our Congregational Church of Grafton! 



 

 

F.A.C.E. Group:  Faith-Exploring in 2020 

 The F.A.C.E. Group (aka Faith And Caring Encounter Group) began at the end of 
2019 and continues its mission in 2020.   

 In January, our F.A.C.E. Group members: 

1.  Interviewed Mr. Kayson Jones, our Minister of Faith-Building, to hear his story of life and experience his story of faith; 

2.  Prepared and served a meal at Dismas House; 

3.  Participated in a worship service of Worcester Fellowship in downtown Worcester; 

4.  Collected canned soup donations for “Souper Bowl Sunday,” February 2, 2020, with all donations going to Grafton Food 
Bank. 

 

 In February, our F.A.C.E. Group members will:  

1.  Complete their “Souper Bowl” Canned Soup Collection on Souper Bowl Sunday, and deliver all donated goods to the 
Grafton Food Bank; 

2.  Attend a Sunday worship service as Valley Chapel, a Church of the Nazarene, in Uxbridge; 

3. Interview Mr. Chris Roney, director of Roney Funeral Home in North Grafton, to hear his story of life and how faith  
influences his work; 

4.  Participate in a Simple Church service on-site in our church. 

* * * * * 

 Rev. Barbara is organizing and leading F.A.C.E. Group activities.  She is supported by Christian Education Com-
mittee representatives and parents of F.A.C.E. Group members.  Collectively, Rev. Barbara and the F.A.C.E. Group mem-
bers appreciate your prayerful affirmation and physical assistance as they continue their faith-exploring journeys. 

* * * * * 

Attention! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t miss our Annual Meeting on February 23 immediately following 

the worship service.  All Committee Chairs need to make sure your  

Annual Reports are turned into the office ASAP. 



 

        New Leaves 

         on the Tree 

        of Our Church's Life 

We rejoice in new beginnings and in new members! 

 On “New Member Sunday,” January 12, we welcomed four new members into our family of faith at the  
Congregational Church of Grafton: 

Larry Drew     Sarah Drew     Kayson Jones     Neston Melville-Jones 

 Reflecting his active involvement in Scouts, Larry lists his skills and interests as:  outdoor activities, cooking 
and woodworking.  Within our faith community, Larry looks forward to sharing those same gifts as well serving in 
Worship and Christian Education (children, youth and adult).  

 Sarah enjoys running, hiking and family activities with her children.  (Together, Sarah and Larry are parents 
to Lily, Joey and Oliver.)  Sarah is eager to participate in Worship within our faith community.  

 Kayson currently serves as Minister of Faith-Building within our congregation.  Kayson lists singing,  
jet-skiing, sight-seeing and traveling as his hobbies. He looks forward to bringing more vocal music to the life and 
worship of our church.  In addition to Christian Education, Kayson seeks to be more involved in Mission, Outreach,  
Fellowship and special events within our family of faith. 

 Neston names his hobbies and special activities as:  reading, dancing, traveling, viewing documentaries and 
meeting people from all walks of life. Moreover, Neston seeks to bring his skills in arts and crafts, creative  
decorating for display and stage events, and the performing arts to the work and worship of our church.  

 With tremendous joy, we officially welcome Larry, Sarah, Kayson and Neston!  We acknowledge 
them as “new leaves” on the tree of our church's spiritual life. 

 

                                               Mission:  To Bring School and Medical Supplies 

                                                                      Destination:  Africa 

  WHO:  Brenda Armstrong, church member 

  WHAT:  Mission Trip, called Ubumwe (which means “unity”) 2020 

  SPONSOR:  United Methodist Church (UMC) of Westborough, MA 

  WHEN:  Leaving February 12, 2020 

  WHERE:  Rwanda and DRC (The Congo) 

  GOAL/PURPOSE:  To deliver much-needed educational equipment and health/medical supplies to  

Rwandan and Congolese sisters and brothers in Christ. 

  As a family of faith, may we support one of our own church members as she partners with the Mission  

Program at UMC of Westborough, MA. 

  Brenda lists the Mission needs as follows:  Eye Glasses - any type, White button-down shirts - any size, 

Crock Shoes - any size, Blood Pressure Cuffs, Stethoscopes, Glass Thermometers, “Days for Girls” Kits - $10 per purchase. 

Thank you for your prayerful and material support of Brenda Armstrong 

as she embarks on Ubumwe 2020 

to the heart of Africa! 



Windows 2020: 

Our Stained-Glass Window Renewal Campaign 

 
Eyes are the windows to the soul. 

Our stained-glass windows are eyes to the soul of our church. 

* * * * * 

 Our Windows 2020 Campaign, which started last July, 
continues with solid momentum in 2020.  Profound gratitude to 
all who have participated in our Campaign! 

 

 Many of the stained-glass windows in our sanctuary were 
first installed in the late 1800's.  Our sanctuary's focal window, ”The Woman at the Well,” 
was restored in 2017.  Three other windows were repaired in 1996.  Five panels of the  
fifteen windows are in need of repair.  Several of these panels show evidence of cracking, 
while one panel shows evidence of breakage. 

 

 Last summer, Stained Glass Resources, Inc., a stained-glass window restoration 
company in Hampden, MA, provided a quote of just under $50,000 to remove, repair and 
restore the five most vulnerable windows. 

 

 This past November, we were all invited to commit pledges through the end of our 
Windows 2020 Campaign in July 2020. 

 

To date, the Windows 2020 Campaign has received  

total payments of $22,823. 

Total pledged support—through July 2020—is $28,850. 

Abundant thanks to all who have responded!  

  

 Moving forward with current contributions and pledges, plus $10,000 from unused 
Capital Campaign funds and non-designated Memorial Funds, our church has contracted 
to have the three windows in greatest need of repair to be removed in February and to be 
restored during winter and early spring. 

 

 For now, as we continue our new year, your contributions and pledges may still be 
made to our Windows 2020 Campaign.   

 

 Blessings to each of you for your generosity in preserving “the eyes to the soul of 
our church”! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sharing the Fellowship:  A Ministry of Sharing 

 

 In our Valentine-blessed month of February, we come together on Sunday mornings to share-- 
 love,  
 care, 
 prayers,  
 peace and 
 fellowship. 

What we choose to share defines who we are.  

 Guided by this principle,  our family of faith invites members and friends to participate in the Ministry of 
Sharing on Sunday mornings.  We call this ministry:  Sharing the Fellowship. 

 In Sharing the Fellowship, an individual, a pair, a team or a family: 

1.  Arrives at Fellowship Hall by 9:45 a.m. on a Sunday morning. 

2.  Brings: 

 2-3 dozen edible treats (examples:  cookies, Danish, breads, bagels, rolls or fruit) 

3.  Prepares coffee.  (Deacons will help with preparations.) 

4.  On serving counter, sets out: 

 Drink cups  Napkins  Paper plates  Condiments 

NOTE:  All paper goods are provided by our church. 

5.  Sets up one folding table to hold refreshments and one card table for church friends and members who prefer to 
be seated.  (Tablecloths are available.) 

  

 All friends and members of our congregation may be a part of Sharing the Fellowship! 

 

Please add your name to the Sharing the Fellowship Sign-Ups 

on the Fellowship Table in the Fellowship Room. 

Opportunities to serve during February 

are available! 

 

Sharing the Fellowship is a defining ministry of loving and caring! 

 

* * * * * 



 

 

GRAFTON THRIFT SHOP 

VOLUNTEERS FOR FEBRUARY, 2020 

 

Shop Hours:  Thursdays, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

 

Thursday 10 a.m.to 1 p.m.     Thursday 1 p.m. to 4p.m. 

Feb.   6 April Lane     Diane Chaisson      

 13 April Lane     Diane  Lalone 

 20 Jean Burke     Diane Chaisson 

 27 April Lane     Diane Lalone  

           

Saturday 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.     Saturday 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

Feb.   1 Jean Burke     Brenda Armstrong     

   8 Brenda Armstrong    TBA   

 15 Jean Burke     Diane Lalone     

 22 Kim Stewart     TBA 

 29  Brenda Armstrong    Diane Chaisson      

   

                

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Come see the Thrift Shop! 
  
The Thrift Shop Board spent an entire day Friday, January 24, reevaluating the items we had in the store 
room and shop. Christmas was packed away and items were boxed for the Harvest Fair. We also moved 
two car loads of items off to Savers.  An Early Spring Cleaning and reorganizing of the shop for  
Valentine’s Day have given it a fresh new look.  
  
In the past few weeks we have made contact with “Stepping Up for Men” and “Dressed for Success” to 
donate clothing for men and women looking for professional-looking clothing for Worcester area Social 
Service clients. These organizations provide clothing to those in need of appropriate clothing for job  
interviews and, when a job is acquired, clothing for work. 
  
The Board also drew up a detailed list of Guidelines to help people decide what, how and when to make 
donations. We are also providing additional options for donating to appropriate places.  If you have  
questions about donating, pick up a copy of the Guidelines. 



 

      1 

8:00 Girl Scouts 

(V) 

Thrift Shop open 

10:00 - 4:00 

1:30 AA Meeting 

(V) 

 

2 

10:00 Worship & SS 

2:00 Operation 

Friendship (V) 

3 

5:00 Music Therapy 

(F) 

7:00 Boy Scout Girl 

Troop (V) 

4 

6:00 Daisy Scouts 

(B) 

6:30 B. S. Leader 

Meeting (F) 

7:00 Boy Scouts 

(V,K) 

5 

10:00 ALANON 

Meeting (F) 

2:00 Pizza Church 

(V) 

 

6 

Thrift Shop open 

10:00 - 4:00 

5:00 Simple Church 

(V,K) 

7:00 Choir (M) 

 

7 

5:00 Music Therapy 

(F) 

6:00 2020 Vision Girl 

Scouts (F) 

7:00 Cub Scouts (V) 

 

8 

8:00 Girl Scouts 

(V) 

Thrift Shop open 

10:00 - 4:00 

1:30 AA Meeting 

(V) 

 

9 

10:00 Worship  & SS 

2:00 Girl Scouts (V) 

4:00 Brownies (V) 

6:30 B. S. Venturing 

Program (F) 

 

10 

5:00 Music Therapy 

(F) 

7:00 Boy Scout Girl 

Troop (F) 

11 

7:00 Boy Scouts 

(V,K) 

 

12 

10:00 ALANON 

Meeting (F) 

2:00 Pizza Church 

(V) 

7:00 Cabinet (F) 

 

13 

Thrift Shop open 

10:00 - 4:00 

5:00 Simple Church 

(V,K) 

7:00 Choir (M) 

 

 

 

14 

5:00 Music Therapy 

(F) 

7:00  Cub Scouts 

(V,F) 

15 

Thrift Shop open 

10:00 - 4:00 

1:30 AA Meeting 

(V) 

 

 

16 

10:00 Worship  & SS 

Scout Sunday 

4:00 Girl Scouts (V) 

 

 

 

17 

5:00 Music Therapy 

(F) 

7:00 BSA Girl Troop 

(F) 

 

 

18 

6:00 Daisy Troop 

(B) 

7:00 Boy Scouts 

(V,K) 

19 

10:00 ALANON 

Meeting (F) 

2:00 Pizza Church 

(V) 

20 

Thrift Shop open 

10:00 - 4:00 

5:00 Simple Church 

(V,K) 

7:00 Choir (M) 

 

21 

5:00 Music Therapy 

(F) 

7:00 Cub Scouts (V,F) 

 

22 

Thrift Shop open 

10:00 - 4:00 

1:30 AA Meeting 

(V) 

23 

10:00 Worship & SS 

Annual Meeting  

2:00 Girl Scouts (V) 

4:00 Brownies (V) 

6:30 B. S. Venturing 

Program (F) 

24 

5: 00 Music Therapy 

(F) 

7:00 Boy Scout Girl 

Troop (V) 

25 

7:00 Troop 107 

(V,K) 

26 

10:00 ALANON 

Meeting (F) 

2:00 Pizza Church 

(V) 

7:00 B. S. Leader 

Mtg. (F) 

27 

Thrift Shop open 

10:00 - 4:00 

5:00 Simple Church 

(V,K) 

7:00 Choir (M) 

 

28 

5:00 Music Therapy 

(F) 

6:00 2020 Vision G. 

S. (F) 

7:00 Cub Scouts (V) 

29 

9:00 SAT Class (F) 

1:30 AA Meeting 

(V) 

4:00 Women’s 

Mini-Retreat (F) 

FEBRUARY 



     

       

    

February Birthdays   

   Katherine Perrotta     2/6 Mark Tsombakos 2/8  Lois Scott        2/9  

 Emma Hise                2/10  Josh Suhl  2/11  Andrew Tsombakos 2/12 

      Bob Howell           2/27      

  

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/UCCGrafton/ 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCD6O7WxciXwlnx1Ho1GVngg/videos 

https://twitter.com/GraftonUCC 

https://www.instagram.com/graftonucc/ 

 

CARE AND CONCERN CIRCLE 

FEBRUARY 2019 
 

Join the Care and Concern Circle by keeping these people in your prayers now and through-
out your week.  

 
We pray for recovery, well-being and comfort for: 
 
 
 Rick Gaylord (brother-in-law of Craig and Carrie Peacock) 

 Jean (sister of Ray Guilmette) 

 Fiona (cousin of David Gow) 

 Walt Wietgrefe 

 Jennifer Sherry 

 Uncle Bob and Valerie 

 Tom Parslaw 

 Louise and George Henry 

 Chickie Bunker 

 Amanda 

 A friend who is struggling  

 Holly's cousin Donna 

 A friend's daughter 

 Sara 
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