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Dear members and friends of our Congregational Church of Grafton: 

 Suddenly a multitude of the heavenly host appeared, praising God and singing, 
“Glory to God in the highest! 

 And on earth, peace to those of good will!”  (Luke 2:13-14) 

     On earth, it's beginning to sound a lot like Christmas! 

     Just as with the birth of the Christ Child more than 20 centuries ago, the event of Christmas seems amplified and 
fortified by the music of Christmas. 

     Moreover, Ludwig van Beethoven declared the power of music with these words: 
Music is a higher revelation than all wisdom and philosophy. 

     For a moment, however, let's set aside the event of Christmas and consider the power of music. 

     What if we look at (or listen to) our faith journeys as though they are songs? 
      What kind of songs may they be?  
       Songs of joy? Songs of lament?  Ballads?  Ensemble pieces? 
     What may God hear when we sing melodies reflective our journeys of faith? 
 
     Whether or not we are skilled musicians, music serves as an image to define our journeys of faith. 
      How may you describe your personal “faith song”? 
       Classical?  Rock?  Disco?  Rap?  Blues?  Gospel? 
 
     Over the course of our lifetimes, it's likely that our faith journeys are not a single song but a series of songs—
sometimes in a minor key, other times in a major key.  When harmony happens, is God harmonizing with us?  Or are 
we harmonizing with those around us?  

     Let's return to the reality of Christmas and the power of Christmas music in our journeys of faith.  This Christmas 
season, share in the following events that are amplified and fortified by music: 

 December 4 at 10 a.m. - Sacred music, sacred words and Sacrament of the Lord's Supper 
 December 11 at 10 a.m. - Joyful Carol Jubilee and Bell Choir Concert 
 December 18 at 10 a.m. - Christmas Pageant and Caroling 
 December 24 at 7 p.m. - Christmas Eve Candlelight Service and classical Christmas music 
 December 25 at 10 a.m. - Christmas Day Service and a Sacred Story, “The Blessing Bell” 

     This Christmas season, may you sing out your own “faith song.”   

     And listen!  Perhaps others—even  God—may be harmonizing with you. 

* * * 

 

Shove from the Dove           Beside you in the journey of faith, 
            Rev. Dr. Barbara Therese  
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Holy Happenings in December! 
Faith-building events in our community 

during In-Person and Online Services on Sundays at 10 a.m.  
and on Christmas Eve at 7 p.m. 

Join us at:  facebook.com/UCCGrafton/  

December 4 = Second Sunday of Advent and “Whatever!” Sermon #3 
Sermon:  Whatever Is Just? 

                                              For our second Sunday of Advent, 
                                          join us as we consider “whatever is just” 
                               as part of our current Bible-centered Sermon Series-- 
                                              the “Whatevers” in Philippians 4:8. 

Likewise, we share the Feast for All (aka Holy Communion). 

* * * 

December 11 = Third Sunday of Advent and Christmas Concert 
                Title of Concert:  Joyful Carol Jubilee 

               For our third Sunday of Advent, 
                   join us as we hear the Joyful Noise Bell Choir ring out music 

                     and as we sing out five carols with the word JOY in its title or lyrics. 

                 * * * 

December 18 = Fourth Sunday of Advent and Christmas Pageant 
                                      Title of Pageant:  The First Christmas 
                                            For our fourth Sunday of Advent, 
               join us as we witness the story of Christmas with words and with music, 
                 and as presented by young ones and members of our faith community. 

* * * 

                          December 24 = Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 7 p.m. 
                         Sacred Story:  Is There Room?  

                          For our traditional Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, 
                        join us as we celebrate the birth of the Christ Child 
                         with sacred music, sacred words and sacred Light. 

* * * 

December 25 = Ecumenical Christmas Day Service at 10 a.m. 
at the Baptist Church of Grafton 
Sacred Story:  The Blessing Bell 

                                                      For our Christmas Day service on Sunday morning, 
                       join us as we gather with our greater community of faith  
                                     at the Baptist Church on the Common 
                          and as we share in the story of a Christmas miracle, 
                            involving a Church Bell, on December 25, 1957, 

                                                                              in Stonington, CT. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

ORDER YOUR CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS  

Holiday flowers transform our sanctuary into a festive sacred space!  You may contribute to this 

by donating a poinsettia in honor of or in memory of loved ones or in celebration of this season of 

Light.  

  

When: Deadline for ordering is Monday, December 12. 

      ORDER NOW! 

How: Complete the Order Form below.  Mail or bring it to the Church Office; give it  

 to a Deacon; or leave it in the Office Mail Slot on Sunday mornings. 

Cost: $13.50 per plant.  Please issue checks to:  Congregational Church of Grafton 

  (Memo line: “Christmas Flowers”). 

NOTE:  You may take your poinsettia with you after our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Poinsettia Order Form 

I wish to contribute a poinsettia plant: 

 

DESIRED PLANT COLOR (Indicate quantity of each):  ______Red ______White______Pink 

  

# of poinsettias ________________X  $13.50/each = $________________ total payment. 

Please acknowledge this (these) poinsettia(s) in the Christmas Eve bulletin as follows: 

 

GIVEN BY: __________________________________________________________________ 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF: ___________________________________________________ 

 IN HONOR OF: ______________________________________________________________  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission Outreach Committee Update 

 

 Our faith community, in collaboration with the Mission Outreach Committee, assembled five  

 large baskets filled with Thanksgiving food items.  In each basket there were gift cards for the  

 families to purchase a turkey.  These baskets were donated to Pernet Family Services.  The  

 Mission Outreach Committee thanks all of you for helping to secure food for families in need.  

 

 A big shout-out to Barbara Gow who spearheaded Operation Christmas Child.  With the help of  

 our faith community, we collected 20 shoeboxes filled with wonderful items that will be enjoyed 

 by each child who receives them.  Thank you, thank you, thank you!!! 

 

 On Sunday, November 27, the Giving Tree was put on display.  We have received Wish Lists  

 from Crescent  Manor and Pernet Family Services with 25 names in total.  Tags were created  

 and placed on the Giving Tree.  We are elated to say that members of our faith community were  

 excited to take all the Tags from the tree to make someone’s Christmas brighter.  Thank you for  

 supporting in this Season of Giving. 

 

 Note:  Please bring all gifts from the Giving Tree to the Fellowship Hall on Sunday,  

 December 18, 2022, by noon. 

   



 

Sharing-the-Light at Christmas Time!  

Christmas is not so much about opening our presents as it is about opening our hearts. 

    It is Christmas in the heart that puts Christmas in the air!   

    Throughout the month of December, our family of faith and all the groups who meet within our church facility 
may give to our Sharing-the-Light Food Collection with non-perishable food items traditional for holiday meals.  
The Grafton Food Bank, which our Food Collection supports, names these “wish-list” food items: 

  Canned vegetables    Canned cranberry sauce 
  Canned gravy    Canned broth 
  Canned fruit     Canned beans 
  Peanut butter     Pasta and pasta sauce 
  Boxed instant potatoes   Boxed/Bagged stuffing mix 

     Church members and friends may bring these items on the first Sunday of this month (December 4) during our 10 
a.m. church service.  As well, a large Sharing-the-Light Basket, displayed in our Church Kitchen, accepts non-
perishable food items all seven days of the week.  During the month, food donations are delivered regularly to the 
Grafton Food Bank. 

     God bless you—every one of you—for sharing love and time in this holy season!  The gifts of love and of time 
are the basic ingredients of a healthy Christmas. 

Poverty is a complicated issue, but feeding a child isn't. 

 

 

 

                      Sharing the Fellowship: Food and Family Go Together! 

Food tastes better when you share it with family.   

       Sharing the Fellowship fortifies our connections as a family of faith—especially when we share  
 with one another during our Time of Fellowship after our Sunday morning church services. 

       How may you fortify our family of faith by Sharing the Fellowship? 
 1.  On a Sunday morning, arrive at church by 9:45 a.m. 
 2.  Bring: 2 dozen edible treats (example:  cookies, muffins, sweet rolls and fruit) 
   Half gallon of fruit juice (Apple or mixed berry is most popular.)   
   Quart of Half & Half (for coffee and tea) 
 3.  Place food items requiring refrigeration into our Church Refrigerator. 
 4.  Assist the Deacon-of-the-Day in setting out: 
  Coffee cups  Napkins  Condiments 
  Drink cups  Paper plates  Pitcher for Half & Half cream 

List your name on the Sharing the Fellowship Sign-Up Sheets in Fellowship Hall! 

Those who share their food with you also share their hearts with you! 

 

 Abundant thanks for fortifying our family of faith by Sharing the Fellowship! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GRAFTON THRIFT SHOP 

VOLUNTEERS FOR DECEMBER 2022 

 

Shop Hours:  Thursdays, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.; Saturdays, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Thursday - 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.     Saturday - 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Dec.   1 Joanne Hable 11 a.m. – 1 p.m.  Dec.    3 Kim Stewart 

  Lorraine Swanson 1 p.m. - 3 p.m.   10 Susan Filippone 

   8 Melanie Peppard     17 Diane Lalone 

 15 Joanne Hable 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.   24 CLOSED - Merry Christmas! 

  Lorraine Swanson 1 p.m. - 3 p.m.   31 CLOSED - Happy New Year! 

 22 Melanie Peppard 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

  Lynne Flanagan-Tsombakos 1 p.m. - 3 p.m. 

 29 Melanie Peppard     

  

  

 Thank you to all who stopped in to our Holiday Treats, Wreaths and Gifts Galore on Sunday,  

 November 20th!  There are still plenty of Christmas items in the Thrift Shop for your kitchen,  

 home décor and gift giving!  On Sunday, December 4th, the Grafton Thrift Shop will be open  

 from 1 p.m. - 4 p.m. as part of the church’s Frosty Stop during the Grafton Celebrates the Holidays  

 event. 

 Are you looking for a volunteer opportunity to help with the church’s mission and the community?   

 The Thrift Shop is seeking new volunteers who would like to help out on Tuesday mornings to sort  

 through donations or to work in the shop for 2 or 4 hours on Thursdays or Saturdays, once or twice  

 a month.  Please contact April Lane at aprild5850@yahoo.com or at 508-839-5850. 

 Donations are accepted during Shop hours on Thursdays and Saturdays, from 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.  If you  

 have any questions about the Shop or donating, please contact April Lane at aprild5850@yahoo.com  

 or at 508-839-5850. 

 



     

       

    

December Birthdays  

    Kim Stewart  12/7  Kathy Vandenengel   12/7  Matthew Torres 12/8 

 John Doherty 12/9  Isabelle Cotter   12/10 Kathryn Anderson 12/13 

 Owen Roche  12/20  Holly Wietgrefe   12/25 Carrie Peacock 12/26 

      Gabriel Koskinen   12/30  

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/UCCGrafton/ 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCD6O7WxciXwlnx1Ho1GVngg/videos 

https://twitter.com/GraftonUCC 

https://www.instagram.com/graftonucc/ 

 

 

 

 

CARE AND CONCERN CIRCLE 

          December 2022 
 

Join the Care and Concern Circle by keeping these people in your prayers now and throughout your week.  
 
 

If you have a special request for prayer that you want listed in the Care & Concern  
Circle, please call the church office:  508-839-4513.  Your prayer request may be included in 
the PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE during our online worship service on Sunday mornings.  
 
We pray for recovery, well-being and comfort for: 

 

  Kathy         Donald and Vidia   Amanda 

  Brenda         Louise and George   Gloria 

  Kathleen        Uncle Peter    Helena 

           Family of Charles Gareau 
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