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OCTOBER 2020 EDITION
Dear members and friends of our Congregational Church of Grafton:
Prayers of health and wholeness to each of you. Hopes of peace and promise to all of you.
Looking back, our year of 2020 is 75% history.
Looking at the present, autumn blessings are everywhere to behold!
Orchards are laden with ready-to-pick fruit.
Gardens are crowded with ready-to-harvest vegetables.
October colors are splashed across our ready-to-photograph landscape.
Looking forward, autumn is also the season within our faith community when we-look back with wisdom,
look at the present with gratitude, and
look forward with faith.

This year, our Season of Commitment invites us, first, to consider and then act on a two-part theme:
Thanksgiving for today;
planting for tomorrow.
Why may “Thanksgiving for today” be relevant?
Consider:
1. Give thanks to God, for God is good. God's love endures forever. (1 Chronicles16:34)
2. When you trade your expectations for appreciation, your world changes instantly. (Tony Robbins)
3. Showing gratitude is one of the simplest, yet most powerful, gestures humans may share with one another. (Randy Pausch)
Why may “Planting for tomorrow” be significant?
Consider:
1. The Kingdom of Heaven is like one who plants seeds in fertile soil. (Mark 4:26)
2. To plant seeds is to believe in tomorrow. (Audrey Hepburn)
3. The best time to plant a tree was 20 years ago. The second best time is now. (Chinese proverb)
Gratitude may transform common days into Thanksgiving,
may turn routine jobs into joys, and
may change ordinary opportunities into blessings.
Moreover, may we not judge a day by the harvest we reap, but by the seeds we plant.

Our Season of Commitment begins on Sunday, October 25. Together, as a faith community, may we consider and then act
on-Thanksgiving for today;
planting for tomorrow.
A Shove from the Dove

Beside you in the journey of faith,

Rev. Dr. Barbara Therese
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Shouts and Whispers of Gratitude
Dear people on a journey of faith:
Do we know-that thanksgiving is more than a one-day food fest on the fourth Thursday of November?
that we are called to be prayerful, watchful and thankful? (Colossians 4:2)
that acknowledging the goodness we already have is the foundation for all abundance?
In the spirit of these words of common sense, of Holy Scripture and of sensibility, may we hear and receive these
shouts and whispers of gratitude:
Thank you…
Joanne Hable for your task-mindedness and trustworthiness as our Chairperson of Trustees;
Kris Graham for your endurance and effectiveness as our Church Administrative Assistant;
Ron Sainio for your devotion and dedication as our Church Music Director;
Kayson Jones for your boldness and belief as our Minister of F aith-Building;
Andrew Tsombakos for your creativity and competence as our Tech Magician;

Vivian Nichols for your attentiveness and altruism as our Sacred Space Keeper;
Kathy Vandenengel for your sensitivity and selflessness as our Director of Communications;
Bob McLean for your time and tactfulness as our Moderator of Cabinet;
Rob Lane for your awareness and amazing (tool) accessories as our Associate Moderator of Cabinet;
Elizabeth Torres for your excellence and expertise as our Church Treasurer;
Tracy LeMaire for your readiness and resilience as our Assistant Treasurer;
April Lane for your focus and faithfulness as our Church Collector;

Julie Capuzziello for your acumen and accuracy as our Assistant Collector;
Connie Hopkins for your sense of history and sense of humor as our Clerk of Cabinet:
Sue Howell for your talents and timeliness as Leader of our Deacons;
Gabrielle McLean for your mindfulness and momentum as our Chairperson of Christian Education;
Lorraine Swanson for your enthusiasm and engagement as our Chairperson of Membership;
Donna Blanchard for your thoughtfulness and thoroughness as our Chairperson of Music Committee;

Bill Chaissson for your sense of protection and of protocol as our Safe Church Coordinator;

Diane Chaisson for your work ethic and willingness as Director of the Grafton Thrift Shop;
Our “Divine Dekes” (Bill Chaisson; Joanne Hable; Sue Howell; Craig Peacock; Kim Stewart; Lorraine
Swanson; Holly Wietgrefe);
Our vital and valued Volunteers for the Grafton Thrift Shop (Diane Lalone; April Lane; Kim Stewart; Lynne
Tsombakos);
Our over-the-top awesome Onward &Forward Team (Joanne Hable; Justin Cotter; Larry Drew; Sue Howell);
Our fabulous Fair Committee, Apple Pie Angels, Chowder and Chili Champions and Scottish Shortbread
Soldiers (Julie Capuzziello; Barbara Gow; Joanne Hable; Sue Howell; Carrie Peacock; Craig Peacock, Kathy
Vandenengel);
All our marvelous members;
All our fabulous friends;
All our sensational supporters; and
All our valued online viewers.

Together
we are uniting in faith, hope and love!

Together
we are learning to be creative and adaptive!
Together
we are surviving, enduring and prevailing
through an unprecedented pandemic!
Profound gratitude to all of you—named and unnamed.
To be grateful is to discover blessing in everyone.
Beside you in the journey of gratitude,

Rev. Barbara
*****

Holy Happenings in October!
Faith-deepening opportunities for our faith community
during In-Person Worship and
Online Services
on Sundays at 10 a.m.
Connect with us at: facebook.com/UCCGrafton/
*****
October 4 = World Communion Sunday and Feast for All
Sacred Story: Charlotte and the Carpenter
We know the Golden Rule:
Do to others as you would have them do to you.
What may the Golden Rule look like, sound like and feel like...in real life?
For our monthly “Feast for All” (aka Holy Communion),
please bring your own bread and juice to church
or
assemble your own bread and juice at home
as together we celebrate the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper.
*****

October 11 = YOUTH*SPEAK Sunday
Sermon: Reality for Gen Z: Unrealistic Expectations Fueled by Media
Abby Hise, “Youth Preacher” for this Sunday,
will present a Message of Advocacy—Bold Voices of Youth.
Mr. Scott Arnold, Guest Musician for this Sunday,
will present special music—from Disney to jazz.
*****
October 18 = “Nautical Sunday” and Sacrament of Baptism
Sermon: W e Are in the Same Boat!
In-person, we celebrate a Child's Baptism.
In our sermon, we are in a small boat, in a big storm, in the company of Jesus!
*****
October 25 = First Sunday of Commitment Season
Sermon: An Attitude of Gratitude
Rev. Cindy Maybeck, Guest Preacher and Storyteller,
launches us into our Season of Commitment
and addresses the first of our two-part Commitment theme:
Thanksgiving for Today; Planting for Tomorrow.

The Mission Committee thanks all who have made donations to the Loaves and Fishes Food Pantry. We still need
additional food for families in the Town of Grafton. When you do your weekly food shopping, please purchase an
additional item or two that may brighten the day of someone in need.

Sharing-the-Light Food Collection
Our church's Sharing-the-Light Food Collection continues on the first Sunday of each month.
Our monthly Food Collection supports the Grafton Food Bank and
may stock the on-site Loaves and Fishes Food Cupboard, when such a need prevails.
In partnership with the Community Harvest Project,
the Grafton Food Bank will distribute fresh produce to clients at the Grafton Municipal Center,
from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m., rain or shine,
on Thursday, October 1, and on Thursday, October 15.
The Grafton Food Bank is sponsoring a “Restock the Shelves Food Drive”
to prepare for drive-up food distributions in October.

Friends and members of our faith community are encouraged
to visit the Grafton Food Bank's website: graftonfoodbank.org
Cash donations, using PayPal or GoFundMe are welcomed. Donations by check may be issued to:
Grafton Food Bank/Friends of Grafton, Inc.
P.O. Box 324
Grafton, MA 01519
*****

Life's most urgent and persistent question is:
“What are you doing for others?”
--Martin Luther King, Jr.

Windows 2020:
Our Stained-Glass Window Renewal Campaign
Eyes are the windows to the soul.
Our stained-glass windows are eyes to the soul of our church.

*****
In mid-August,
our three restored stained-glass windows
were re-installed in our sanctuary.

*****
On November 1, All Saints Day,
our faith community will dedicate our newly restored windows
during our in-person worship
on Sunday morning.
*****

To date, Windows 2020 Campaign has received: $31,232.
Total Windows 2020 pledged support: $31,607.
Total Windows 2020 pledges outstanding: $375.
*****
Payment of all pledged contributions
will ensure sufficient financial resources
for the total cost of our window restoration project.
Payment of pledged support as well as additional contributions may be made to our Windows
2020 Campaign. Checks may be issued to:

Congregational Church of Grafton
P.O. Box 421
Grafton, MA 01519
Memo line: Windows 2020

Profound gratitude to all who have participated to our one-year Campaign
to preserve “the eyes to the soul of our church”!
*****

New Leaves
on the Tree
of Our Church's Life
We celebrate Baptisms and new beginnings!
Last month, during our in-person worship service on two different Sunday mornings, we celebrated the sacrament of
Baptism for two infants.
On September 20, our faith community celebrated the Baptism of John David Doherty. John was baptized by his
parents—Michael Doherty and Sarah (Fenlon) Doherty—while Rev. Barbara spoke the sacred words of Baptism. John's big
sister Jessa watched with glee. Godparents, grandparents and members of our family of faith shared in the joyful event.

On September 27, our congregation celebrated the Baptism of Gavin James Tenanes. As well, Gavin was baptized by his
parents—Daniel Tenanes and Amy (Corrado) Tenanes—as Rev. Barbara offered aloud the traditional words of the
sacrament. Gavin's older sibling Ethan watched with fascination. Likewise, godparents, grandparents and church members
joined in the sacred event.
Our congregation surrounds the families of these two young lives with our love, care and support. With their families, we
welcome little John and little Gavin into the universal Family of Jesus Christ.

F.A.C.E. Group: Bold Messages from Young Voices
Even God lends a hand to honest boldness.

Our bold new world—shaped by our current pandemic—has created a rare and ripe opportunity for members
of our F.A.C.E. Group (Faith And Car ing Encounter Gr oup) to speak bold messages to our “here and now.”
YOUTH*SPEAK will offer the youth of our faith community the opportunity to prepare and present a Message of
Advocacy in the context of our Sunday morning Time of Faith-Sharing.
Guidelines for a YOUTH*SPEAK Message:
1. Identify a need or cause that mandates change.
2. Explain what harm is being caused or generated by the issue.
3. Document the significance of the harm. (e.g., Who is being harmed? How many? How long?)
4. Propose a plan to address the need or cause.
5. List the benefits or advantages of the proposed plan.

In September, a F.A.C.E. Group member was invited to offer the first YOUTH*SPEAK Message before our
congregation. That member began the research and writing of the Message of Advocacy.
On Sunday morning, October 11, during our in-person worship and livestreamed to our online
viewers, F.A.C.E. Group member Abby Hise will present her Message of Advocacy, titled “Reality for Gen Z:
Unrealistic Expectations Fueled by Media.”
Over the next twelve months, our faith community is invited to see, hear and experience bold messages from
young voices from within our own congregation.

Tune in on Sunday morning, October 11, at 10 a.m.,
when Abby Hise offers our first YOUTH*SPEAK Message:
“Reality for Gen Z: Unrealistic Expectations Fueled by Media”

The Thrift Shop celebrates a very successful day as part of the All-Church Yard Sale on
September 26! Many items that were displayed on tables found new homes. A collection of
porcelain dolls and several antique items will be offered on a new Internet site.
We are currently transitioning to fall items and apparel in the Thrift Shop. Come look for warmer
clothing, winter coats and Halloween costumes. Every week we have new merchandise.
We welcome back Sandy Cooper as one of our Valued Volunteers.

GRAFTON THRIFT SHOP
VOLUNTEERS FOR OCTOBER, 2020
Shop Hours: Thursdays, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.; Saturdays, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Thursday 11 a.m.to 3 p.m.

Saturday 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Oct.

Oct.

1

Brenda Armstrong

3

Kim Stewart

8

Diane Lalone

10

Sandy Cooper

15

Sandy Cooper

17

Kim Stewart

22

Diane Lalone

24

Lynne Tsombakos

29

Diane Chaisson

31

Diane Chaisson

October Birthdays
Rick Anderson

10/9
Pam Hill

Rosemarie MacCallum
10/26

10/17

Jayce Keeler

Mark Capuzziello

10/21

10/31

CARE AND CONCERN CIRCLE
OCTOBER 2020
Join the Care and Concern Circle by keeping these people in your prayers now and throughout your week.

If you have a special request for prayer that you want listed in the Care & Concern
Circle, please text Rev. Barbara on her cell phone: 860-705-7907. As well, your prayer
request may be included in the PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE during our online worship
service on Sunday mornings.
We pray for recovery, well-being and comfort for:
Fred M.
Fiona
Donna
Amanda

Jennifer
Walt
Christian C.
Louise and George

Retnamma and Family
Sara
Ron
Rose

https://www.facebook.com/UCCGrafton/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCD6O7WxciXwlnx1Ho1GVngg/videos
https://twitter.com/GraftonUCC
https://www.instagram.com/graftonucc/

SHARING THE LIGHT
Monthly Newsletter of the Congregational Church of Grafton
Congregational Church of Grafton
30 Grafton Common
P.O. Box 421
Grafton, MA 01519
Address Service Requested

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF GRAFTON
30 Grafton Common, P.O. Box 421, Grafton, MA; Telephone 508-839-4513
WORSHIP SERVICES: SUNDAYS, 10 a.m.

PLACE
POSTAGE
HERE

