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Dear members and friends of our Congregational Church of Grafton: 

Prayers of health and blessings of wholeness to you and to all whom you hold dear. 

     In our month of March, we walk meditatively through a sacred labyrinth called Lent.  Beginning on Ash  
Wednesday and concluding on Easter Sunday, the season of Lent recalls pivotal events in the earthly ministry of  
Jesus of Nazareth, leading up to and including his death on a wooden cross.  As well, the season of Lent offers  
followers of Jesus a 40-day opportunity to “Go deeper with God.” 

     Go deeper with God?  How may we do that? 

     We have heard the Commandment that reads:  Remember the Sabbath day, and keep it holy.  The seventh day is a 
Sabbath to the Lord, your God; you shall not do any work.  (Exodus 20:8, 10) 

     At first glimpse, we may too quickly interpret that, on a Sabbath, we are not to engage in any work.  A more  
accurate interpretation, however, reveals this invitation:  On a Sabbath, we invite God to transform our human nature 
to be more like God's divine nature.  Applying this understanding of Sabbath, we may then “practice the Sabbath” on 
any day.   

     May we consider these Sabbath thoughts for all seven days of our week: 

Sunday's Thought:  Do not search for  a beautiful face.  Rather , search for  a beautiful hear t.  Beautiful things 
are not always good.  However, good things are always beautiful. 
 
Monday's Thought:  It is not impor tant to hold all the good cards.  It is impor tant how well you play with the 
cards that you hold. 
 
Tuesday's Thought:  To live meaningfully is not about finding the “right person” but about creating “right  
relationships.”  The depth of a relationship is not determined by how much you care in the beginning but by how 
much you care until the end. 
 
Wednesday's Thought:  When you feel sad and you want to cheer  yourself up, go to a mir ror  and say to your  
reflection, "Oh, I am so cute!"  Watch a smile emerge. 

Thursday's Thought:  Some people always throw stones in your  path.  You decide what you make with the 
stones:  A wall?  Or a bridge?  You are the architect of your own life. 

Friday's Thought:  Often when you lose all hope and you think, “This is the end,” God draws near and whispers,  
"This is not the end.  This is just a bend." 

Saturday's Thought:  A difference between Divine Nature and human nature is:  God gives, gives, gives and 
forgives.   A human gets, gets, gets and forgets. 

     In this season of Lent, may we allow God to transform our human nature to be more like God's divine nature. 

         Beside you in the journey of faith, 

A Shove from the Dove       Rev. Dr. Barbara Therese   

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Announcement: 

Special Congregational Meeting 

on March 7, 2021, to be conducted virtually! 

 

 

WARRANT: 
TO THE MEMBERS OF THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF GRAFTON,  

GRAFTON, MASSACHUSETTS: 

 
The members are hereby notified that on Sunday, March 7, 2021, at 11:30 a.m.,  

a Meeting of the Congregation will be held to vote on the following articles: 
 

1. To amend the Church Bylaws, Section 1, part c. Quorum, as follows: 
 

Quorum: At meetings of the Church a quorum shall be 25 active members, 
 including when hiring or dismissing a Minister,  

or on a question of the sale or mortgage of the Church,  
or of Church property with an assessed value of $1,000 or more. 

 
2. To authorize the Parsonage Sale Committee to sell the Parsonage and  

to enter into agreements on behalf of the Church necessary to affect the same,  
including execution of a final purchase and sale agreement. 

 
3. Adjournment 

 
Quorum of 25 members is required. 

 

* * * * * 
 

NOTE:  Church members may attend via ZOOM or call in by telephone.  
Information will be sent out via email several days prior to the meeting. 

 

 

* * * * * 

 

Warrant issued by: 

 

The Cabinet of the Church 
Bob McLean, Church Moderator 

Elizabeth Torres, Church Treasurer 

 

* * * * * 



 
 

Holy Happenings in March! 

Faith-building events within our community of faith 
during our Online Services on Sundays at 10 a.m. 

 

Join us at:  facebook.com/UCCGrafton/  

 

* * * 

March 7 = Feast for All and Beatitude Sermon #1 
 

NOTE:  Special Congregational Meetings scheduled at 11:30 a.m. 
 

Sermon:  Blessed Are the Poor in Spirit? 
On the Third Sunday in Lent, we “go deeper with God” 

as we begin the sermon series, “The Bounty of the Beatitudes.” 
For monthly “Feast for All” (aka The Lord's Supper), 

please assemble a portion of bread and a cup of juice in your home. 
 

* * * 
March 14 = Beatitude Sermon #2 

Sermon:  Blessed Are Those Who Mourn? 
On the Fourth Sunday in Lent, we continue  
to explore “The Bounty of the Beatitudes” 

while we “go deeper with God” in our spiritual journey. 
 

* * * 
March 21 = Spring Concert 

Theme:  Music Moves the Soul 
On the Fifth Sunday in Lent, we pause in our scriptural study of the Beatitudes 

to allow music to move our souls. 
On piano, Mr. Junya Awata will perform classics from Schumann and Chopin. 

On organ, Mr. Ron Sainio will perform classics from a trio of composers. 
NOTE:  In-person attendance in our sanctuary 

allowed for this event, 
based on prevailing COVID-advised mandates. 

 

* * * 
March 28 = Palm Sunday and Beatitude Sermon #3 

Sermon:  Blessed Are the Meek? 
On the Sixth Sunday of Lent, we resume our reflections 

on “The Bounty of the Beatitudes” 
and  

we consider the love-hate attention given to Jesus of Nazareth 
as he rides through streets of Jerusalem, 

 lined with palm-waving bystanders. 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Sermon Series:  “The Bounty of the Beatitudes” 

The Beatitudes, recorded in the Sermon on the Mount, 
have been described as the “How-to-Be Attitudes.” 

All friends and members of our faith community: 

You are invited to engage your minds and spirits  
in an enlivening and enlightening sermon series: 

The Bounty of the Beatitudes  

 Sunday morning messages throughout March, April and May will explore the eight Beatitudes,  
     otherwise known as “The Sermon on the Mount.”  Recorded in the Gospel of Matthew, Chapter 5,  
     the Beatitudes have been labeled as “The Sermon of the Blesseds.” 

 Here is our schedule of Sundays, sermons and themes: 

  March 7 - Blessed are the poor in spirit  
  March 14 -  Blessed are those who mourn 
  March 28 -  Blessed are the meek 

  April 18 -  Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness 
  April 25 -  Blessed are the merciful 

  May 16 -  Blessed are the pure of heart 
  May 23 -  Blessed are the peacemakers 
  May 30 -  Blessed are those who are persecuted 

With our community of faith, 
may you connect with the sacred words of “The Sermon on the Mount” 

and 
apply new meaning from our sermon series on the Beatitudes! 

Join us on Facebook Live 
for Sunday morning Messages 

in  
March, April and May! 



 

 

                        
 
 

                                   New Leaves  
                                  on the Tree of Life 

  in Our Faith Community 
 

       Matt and Amy Koskinen rejoin/join our church fellowship! 
 

      Once upon a time... 
      ...a very young Matt Koskinen and his family attended the Evangelical Congregational  
        Church of Grafton. 
 
      Time passed.  People moved.  Names changed. 
 
       Five years, ten years and fifteen years passed. 
      Matt moved to Michigan...and then moved back to Massachusetts. 
       The name of the “Evangelical Congregational Church” changed to the “Congregational  
        Church of Grafton.” 
 
       Then, on Sunday morning, January 31, 2021, during our livestreamed Sunday service,   
        Matt Koskinen rejoined the church of his childhood.  Amy Koskinen, Matt's spouse,  
        joined the church where she has been significantly active for more than two years.    
  
        Together, Mr. and Mrs. Matt and Amy Koskinen affirmed their desire to share in the  
        work and the worship, the mission and the ministry of our family of faith. 
 
        At the beginning of our Annual Congregational Meeting on February 7, our congregation: 
       re-affirmed Matt and Amy in their journeys of faith; 
   welcomed them again as members of our faith community; and   
   repeated our promises to support and pray for them, as together we seek to be a  
       faithful church of Jesus Christ. 
     
        As his special interests, Matt names music and community service.  In the life of our  
       church, Matt seeks to engage in church music, church fellowship and the upkeep and maintenance 
       of church property. 
 
        As her special interests and skills, Amy lists yoga, bird-watching, gardening,  
       cooking/baking, carpentry and arts and crafts.  In the life of our faith community, Amy  
       seeks to share in fellowship and special church events.  Moreover, Amy has been newly  
       nominated to our Board of Trustees. 
 
       With tremendous joy, we welcome Matt and Amy Koskinen as new leaves on the tree  
       of life within our faith community! 



                                  

                           

      F.A.C.E. Group: Boldness of Youth 

                Stand up.  Be bold.  Exercise strength.  Take responsibility.  

 “Youth boldly finds joy in life because it has the capacity to see beauty.  Anyone who retains the ability to see  
beauty never grows old.”  (Franz Kafka)  

 During the month of February, youthful members of our F.A.C.E. Group (Faith And Car ing Encounter  Group) 
exhibited their boldness in multiple venues and avenues.   

 On YOUTH*SPEAK Sunday, February 14, Sophie Coldwell delivered a “Message of Advocacy.”  Her  
presentation, titled “Mental Health Is Not a Demon But Rather an Opportunity to Be Embraced,” outlined a global need for 
qualified and accessible mental health care resources for youth and children.  As well, Sophie offered her listeners sample 
form letters and petitions so that we all may advocate for the expansion of mental health care services in our local school 
districts and in the insurance industry at the national level. 

 On Scout Sunday, also honored on February 14, Nick Coldwell delivered the Scout Law prior to the Prelude during 
our Time of Faith-Sharing and then spoke the Scout Oath prior to our closing Benediction.  Currently Nick serves as Senior 
Patrol Leader for BSA Troop 107, for whom our congregation holds the charter.  This year, Nick is actively engaged in his 
Eagle Scout Project: the restoration of our church's fire escape on the south side of our church facility, facing Church Street. 

 Whether in their academics, their special interests (music, theater and dance), their community service or their  
service within our faith community, young members of our congregation are effectively expressing the boldness of youth. 

Youth is full of sport; age's breath is short. 
Youth is nimble; age is lame. 

Youth is hot and bold; 
age is weak and cold. 

Youth is wild; and age is tame. 
                  --William Shakespeare 

Spring Concert:  Music Moves the Soul 

What:  Organ and Piano Concert 

When:  Sunday morning, March 21, at 10 a.m. 

Where:  Sanctuary of Congregational Church of Grafton 

30 Grafton Common 

Grafton, MA 

Who:  Mr. Junya Awata on Piano 

Mr. Ron Sainio on Organ 

What music: 

   Piano selections: Etude, Opus 1, No. 3, by Chopin 

      Dedication, by Schumann/Liszt 

      Soaring, Opus 12, No. 2, by R. Schumann 

   Organ selections: Theme from Finlandia, by Sibelius 

      Largo, G. F. Handel 

      Toccata in F Major, by Buxtehude 

Members of our faith community and our greater community are invited 

to join in a musical celebration of the beginning of Spring! 

In-Person attendance (by RSVP) and online viewing of our Facebook Live service will be available! 

Stay tuned! 



   

                                            

                                                Mission Outreach Update 

 

 

Mission/Outreach Opportunity 

The following proposal brought to the Mission/Outreach Committee by new committee member, Neston Melville-
Jones, has been approved by the Committee.  As ours is an Open and Affirming congregation, this mission  
opportunity expresses support of the LGBT Community.  Our church’s support of this mission opportunity reflects 
our church’s own mission statement.  The Mission/Outreach Committee will donate $500 to this initiative.  If you 
want to join Mission/Outreach in supporting the “Furnish a Room Campaign,” please send a check issued to the 
Congregational Church of Grafton.  Write “Furnish a Room Campaign” in the memo line and, if you wish to 
designate a certain room, include it on the memo line. 
 
Mail your check and instructions to: 

 Congregational Church of Grafton 

 P.O. Box 421 

 Grafton, MA 01519 

 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

The LGBT Asylum Task Force of Worcester has recently purchased a three-story house in Worcester to house at 
least twelve asylum seekers who have fled their country of origin to escape persecution by citizens and their  
government.  The LGBT Asylum Task Force is a mission of Hadwen Park Congregational Church, UCC.  This Task 
Force has helped to house and provide basic needs for asylum seekers until they are able to be independent.  This  
organization was instrumental in helping both Neston Melville-Jones and Kayson Jones settle in the Worcester area.  
The Task Force is now seeking to furnish the house with hopes of moving asylum seekers in by mid-Spring.  They 
have provided cost estimates on what is needed for the rooms: 
 

 Kitchens (3) - $260 

 Living rooms (2) - $975 

 Bedrooms (9) - $1050 

 Bathrooms (3) - $150 

 Office (1) - $975 

 

Total estimated need is $30,000 

 

Mission/Outreach Committee:  Diane Chaisson, Barbara Gow and Neston Melville-Jones 



 

GRAFTON THRIFT SHOP 

VOLUNTEERS FOR MARCH 2021 

 

Shop Hours:  Thursdays, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.; Saturdays, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Thursday 11 a.m.to 3 p.m.      Saturday 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Mar.   4 Sandy Cooper      Mar.   6   Kim Stewart 

 11 Diane Lalone       13       Lynne Tsombakos 

 18 Sandy Cooper       20 Kim Stewart 

 25 Diane Lalone       27 Diane Chaisson 

 

March is green! 

Come and let us help you find the perfect way to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day.  Green is the color for the month of March.  

The whole shop is transitioning to more Spring-like items.  Look for the Winter Sale starting in mid-March. 

     

                         Children's Letters to God 
Dear God, 

I read the Bible.  What does 'begat' mean?  No one will tell me. 

Love, 

Annabelle 

* * * * * 

Dear God, 

Is it true my father won't get into Heaven if he uses his Bowling words in the house? 

Jacob 

* * * * * 

Hi God! 

In Sunday School they told us what you do.  Who does it when you are on vacation? 

Bye, 

Juliet 



 

Easter Flowers 

How wondrous our sanctuary looks with Easter flowers to brighten it on Easter  

Sunday morning!  And what a meaningful way to contribute to this beauty by  

donating a flowering plant in memory of or in honor of loved ones or simply in  

celebration of Easter! 

 

 * * * * * 

 

When:  Deadline to order flowers is Sunday, March 21 

How: Complete Order Form below.  Mail or bring it to the Church Office, along with your 

check issued to:  Congregational Church of Grafton.  (Memo Line to read:  Easter 

Flowers.) 

Cost:  Lilies - $12.50 

  6” Tulips - $11.00  

* * * * * 

 

Flowers may be taken home after Easter Sunday service. 

 

* * * * * 

Easter Flower Order Form 

I want to contribute the following Easter Flowers for the sanctuary on Easter Sunday.:   

  Number of Lilies_____    6” Tulips_____    

 

I want this (these) flower(s) acknowledged in the Easter bulletin as follows:  (Please print clearly.) 

GIVEN BY: ______________________________________________________________ 

or 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF: _________________________________________________ 

or 

IN CELEBRATION OF: _____________________________________________________ 

 



     

       

    

March Birthdays   

     Bill Chaisson 3/8  Kevin Roche  3/10  Abby Hise      3/11 

     Bill Keeler 3/11  Sophie Coldwell 3/12  Christine Brown     3/14 

     Sue Howell 3/16  Maggie McLean 3/17  Dorothy McCarthy     3/21 

     Sarah Drew  3/23 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/UCCGrafton/ 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCD6O7WxciXwlnx1Ho1GVngg/videos 

https://twitter.com/GraftonUCC 

https://www.instagram.com/graftonucc/ 

 

 

 

 

CARE AND CONCERN CIRCLE 

          MARCH 2021 
 

Join the Care and Concern Circle by keeping these people in your prayers now and throughout your week.  
 
 

If you have a special request for prayer that you want listed in the Care & Concern  
Circle, please call the church office:  508-839-4513.  Your prayer request may be included in 
the PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE during our online worship service on Sunday mornings. 
 
We pray for recovery, well-being and comfort for: 

   

 Jennifer    Joan-Beth    Sara 

 Fiona     Walt     Amanda 

 Bud and Rose    Louise and George   Joanne  
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