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Dear members and friends of our Congregational Church of Grafton:
In this new month of May, let us open our hearts, minds and spirits to words written for us...in times such as these.
How the Virus Stole Easter
Written by Kristi Bothur
(With a nod to Dr. Seuss)

Twas late in '19 when the virus began,
bringing chaos and fear to all people, each land.
People were sick, hospitals full,
doctors overwhelmed, no one in school.
As winter gave way to the promise of spring,
the virus raged on, touching peasant and king.
People hid in their homes from the enemy unseen,
They YouTubed and Zoomed,
social-distanced and cleaned.
April approached and churches were closed.
“There won't be an Easter,” the world so supposed.
“There won't be church services,
and egg hunts are out.
No need for new dresses when we can't go about.”
Holy Week started, as bleak as the rest.
The world was focused on masks and on tests.
“Easter can't happen this year,” it proclaimed.
“Online and at home, it just won't be the same.”
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday,
the days came and went.
The virus pressed on; it just would not relent.
The world woke on Sunday,
and nothing had changed.
The virus still menaced, the people, estranged.
“Pooh pooh to the saints,” the world was grumbling.
“They're finding out now that no Easter is coming.
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They're just waking up!
We know just what they'll do!
Their mouths will hang open for a minute or two,
and then all the saints will cry boo-hoo-hoo.
“That noise,” said the world,
“will be something to hear.”
So, it paused, and the world put a hand to its ear.
And it did hear a sound
coming through all the skies.
At first it was low, then it started to rise.
But the sound wasn't sad.
Why, this sound was triumphant!
It couldn't be so!
But it grew with abundance!
The world stared around, popping its eyes.
Then it shook!
What it saw was a shocking surprise!
Every saint in all nations,
the tall and the small,
Was celebrating Easter in spirit of it all!
It hadn't stopped Easter from coming!
It came!
Somehow or other, it came just the same!
And the world with its life quite stuck in quarantine,
stood puzzling and puzzling,
“Just how can this be?”
It came without bonnets, it came without bunnies,
It came without egg hunts, cantatas, or money.
Then the world thought of something
it hadn't before.
“Maybe Easter,” it thought,
“doesn't come from a store.
Maybe Easter, perhaps, means a little bit more.”
And what happened then?
Well, the story's not done.
What will YOU do?
Will you share with that one, two or more
needing hope in this night?
Will you share the source of your Life in this fight?
The churches are empty,
but so is the tomb.
Christ is victor over death, doom and gloom.
So, this year at Easter, let this be our prayer,
as the virus still rages
all around, everywhere.

May the world see hope
when it looks at God's people.
May the world see the church
is not building or steeple.
May the world find faith in Christ's
death and resurrection.
May the world find joy in a time of dejection.
May 2020 be known as the Year of Survival.
Not only that—let it start a revival!
Beside you in a revival of faith,

Rev. Dr. Barbara Therese

A Shove from the Dove

Sunday Online Worship through May 31
Dear people of faith: Hope and love to you in this post-Easter season.
And what a new and ever-changing season it is! In the span of six weeks, we have radically changed-the way we work,
the way we play,
the way we learn, and

the way we worship.
Even so, what does not change is God's radical love for us.
What does not change is our calling to be people of faith.
Love our neighbors as ourselves? Our neighborhood just grew world-wide.
While faith communities remain listed as essential businesses, churches are also settings where physical gatherings
run the greatest risk for the spread of contagion. Many within our family of faith are among the most vulnerable to
COVID-19. Based on scientific data and latest guidance from government and health-care leaders, the Conference Ministers
of the Southern New England Conference (Massachusetts, Connecticut and Rhode Island) of the United Church of Christ
have directed that all UCC-member churches continue to suspend in-person worship through May 31, 2020. Near the end of
May, another directive to UCC churches will be issued.
Thus, we—at the Congregational Church of Grafton—will continue to gather for our Time of Faith-Sharing on
Sunday mornings at 10 a.m., via Facebook Live, with Time of Fellowship immediately following the Postlude, via Zoom.

May you join or continue to join our family of faith on Sundays at 10 a.m.
facebook.com/UCCGrafton/
In unity within community, may we move onward and forward.
Beside you in the journey of faith,

Rev. Dr. Barbara Therese
*****

To all members of the Congregational Church of Grafton, UCC,
The COVID-19 pandemic has affected our congregation not only by preventing us from gathering for services,
times of fellowship and special events, but also by negatively impacting our church finances through lower Thrift
Shop revenues, facility use fees, investment returns, etc. To provide a measure of relief to our decreased income
during these times of "shelter-in-place," the Finance Committee and Cabinet applied for a Federal Payroll
Protection Program (PPP) loan. These loans are designed to provide a direct incentive for organizations to keep
their workers on payroll. If workers are kept on the payroll and the loan funds are used for payroll, mortgage
interest, rent and utilities, then the loans will be forgiven. Thus, while the PPP is called a loan, it may actually be
considered more like a grant.

The Finance Committee determined that our church was eligible for a PPP loan. Because the funding for
program was limited and it was clear that these loans would be funded on a first-come-first-served basis, the
Committee and Cabinet acted as quickly as possible to apply for the loan. As expected, funding under the program
very quickly exhausted. Fortunately, our loan was approved and we received $20,100 to cover payroll and benefits
for a period of 2.5 months, which was based on our church's costs from last year. Cabinet expects that we will have
enough expenses so that our loan will be fully forgiven in the summer of 2020, though there is a possibility there
may be a small amount that will need to be repaid.
Cabinet is sending this notice to all members of the congregation because, under normal circumstances, our church
bylaws require a vote of the full congregation before entering into a loan. Given the uniqueness of the situation, the
potential financial benefit for the church and time-sensitivity for the PPP loans, both the Finance Committee and
Cabinet voted at the April Cabinet meeting (April 15, 2020) to approve moving forward with a loan without a vote
of the congregation. Both groups felt comfortable with doing so because the loan will be forgiven and because of
the very short window of time to apply before funding was exhausted. Once a congregational vote becomes
logistically possible, entry into the loan will be placed on the next Warrant for Ratification of prior actions taken.
This award is some tremendously positive news for our congregation during this otherwise difficult time. The
Cabinet thanks all who were involved in securing this loan, especially Elizabeth Torres and Tracy LeMaire.
Sincerely,
Bob McLean
Moderator, Congregational Church of Grafton, UCC

To All: Thank You
To all

doctors; nurses; health-care providers; hospital workers; nursing home staff;
EMTs; ambulance drivers; first responders; law enforcement officials;
supermarket employees; pharmacy workers;
public transit employees; sanitation engineers; essential services providers;
U.S. Postal Service workers;
truck drivers everywhere;
teachers and parents providing at-home learning to students;
those producing food and those delivering food;
workers in homeless shelters, in food kitchens and in social service agencies;
clergy working in communities and in hospitals;

funeral home directors;
those who quarantine and shelter-in-place so others may breathe more freely;
those who distance wisely-Good job!
It matters!
Thank you.

F.A.C.E. Group: Advancing...after a Pause
You cannot be courageous
if you have only had wonderful things happen to you.
--Mary Tyler Moore

In the face of “un-wonderful” side-effects of COVID-19, the youthful members of our F.A.C.E. Group (aka Faith
And Car ing Encounter Gr oup) took an intentional pause in the month of Apr il.
In April, F.A.C.E. Group members:
1. Respectfully honored the government mandate to shelter-in-place;
2. Courageously continued to strengthen their hearts, minds, bodies and spirits by: remaining connected to their faith
community as well as their respective schools; engaging in physical activities that led them outdoors (walking, hiking,
running); and reaching out to others who needed help that they themselves could provide.
In May, F.A.C.E. Group members:
1. Will create weekly personal journals to record:
a. Occasions when they feel fearful;
b. Occasions when they feel safe;
c. Occasions when they observe acts of kindness.
2. Will begin planning for the “Make Sense of Our Fence” Project to paint and restore our church’s historic fence along
Church Street.
*****
On a future Sunday (hopefully!) in June, F.A.C.E. Group members will be invited to join the membership of our
faith community.
Since November 2019, Rev. Barbara has planned and led the F.A.C.E Group program. She is supported by
Christian Education Committee members and parents of F.A.C.E. Group members. Rev. Barbara and members of the
F.A.C.E. Group are deeply thankful for prayers and encouragement as they seek to be courageous...in times such as
these.

Holy Happenings in May!
Faith-building events for our family of faith

during Live-Streaming Worship Services
on Sunday mornings at 10 a.m.
Tune in at: facebook.com/UCCGrafton/

*****

May 3 = “Holy Humor” Sunday and Feast for All
Sermon: Laughter Heals! W ho Knew?
Did you know that laughter is a sign of a healthy soul?!
For our monthly Sharing-the-Light Food Collection,
please see Page 7
for new ways to support our local Grafton Food Bank.
For our monthly “Feast for All” (aka Holy Communion),
please assemble bits of bread and cups of juice
to share during the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper.

*****

May 10 = Mother's Day and Living Testimony Sunday
Sermon: Be a Missionary...in Y our Own Zip Code!
Listen to and be inspired by the story of faith
of Brenda Armstrong-church member and humble missionary.

*****

May 17 = “Face of God” Sunday
Sermon: Face of God
Watch, look and see:
The face of God is everywhere!

*****

May 24 = “Memorial Sunday”
Sermon: Celebrate and Imitate
May we remember the ones whom we have lost;
may we continue their legacy.

*****

May 31 = Pentecost
Sermon: If You Were Present at That Pentecost...
In the presence of God's power,
are you cynical? Or are you in awe?

*****

Sharing-the-Light Food Collection
For our Sharing-the-Light Food Collection
on the first Sunday of each month,
please note these newest opportunities:
Because the Grafton Municipal Center is temporarily closed,
the Grafton Food Bank is unable
to accept food donations at this time.
However, you may visit the Food Bank's website: graftonfoodbank.org
Cash donations, using PayPal or GoFundMe, are welcomed!

As well, donations by check may be made to:
Grafton Food Bank/Friends of Grafton, Inc.
P.O. Box 324
Grafton, MA 01519

Bless you for helping those who need help...in times such as these!

Prayer...for Times Such as These
O God of Peace, O God of Tranquility:
Be for us Light
in all our darkness.
Be for us Calm
in every storm.
Be for us Stillness
in our turmoil.
Let us rest in you
as a child
in a mother’s arms-a nested bird.
Let your Grace
rest upon us,
as moonlight rests upon waters,
as soft rain falls to rest upon thirsty earth.
Let your Grace
rest—like gentle rain—upon us.
Amen.

Living Testimony Sunday: May 10
Service to Honor the Story of Faith of Brenda Armstrong (aka “Miss Brenda”)
Did you know...
...that each one of us travels a journey of faith?
...that each one of us tells a personal story of faith?
...that listening to another person's story of faith strengthens our own journey of faith?

Because stories of faith inspire our own faith journeys, our faith community celebrates “Living Testimony
Sunday” on four different occasions throughout the calendar year.
On Living Testimony Sunday, the sermon focuses on the story of faith of someone within our congregation.
In advance, that person is interviewed and reflects on:
who and what significantly influenced their journey of faith;
when they experienced the absence of God;
when they experienced the presence of God;
what advice they would offer a 16-year old today; and
what prayer they have for our family of faith.
As well, the individual is invited to select the Scripture Reading and hymns for the day.
This month, on Sunday, May 10, our family of faith will honor the story of faith of Miss Brenda Armstrong.
The sermon message is titled “Be a Missionary...in Your Own Zip Code.” In her service within our faith community,
Brenda has served as: a Church School teacher; a Mission Committee member; a volunteer to Dismas House and
Worcester Fellowship; a Thrift Shop volunteer; and mission participant to Appalachia and to Africa.
*****

All church members and friends
are enthusiastically invited to join
our “Living Testimony Sunday”
on May 10 at 10 a.m.
during our Facebook Live service
when we honor the story of faith
of Miss Brenda Armstrong!

May Birthdays
Matthew Lane

5/2

Justin Cotter

5/3

Heather Brawn

5/6

Kayson Jones

5/10

Barbara Gow

5/23

Amy Coldwell

5/29

CARE AND CONCERN CIRCLE
MAY 2019
Join the Care and Concern Circle by keeping these people in your prayers now and
throughout your week.

If you have a special request for prayer that you want listed in the Care & Concern
Circle, please text Rev. Barbara on her cell phone: 860-705-7907. As well, your prayer
request may be included in the PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE during our online worship
service on Sunday mornings.
We pray for recovery, well-being and comfort for:
Ron
Rick
Walt
Amanda

James
Jean
Jennifer
Donna

Cameron
Fiona
Louise and George
Sara

Mary

NOTE: Our Prayer List is intentionally modified to list only first names of those whom
we are holding in prayer. To honor the privacy and confidentiality of those who are lifted
in prayer, churches are requested -- by the Legal Departments of their respective
denominations -- to omit last names and family affiliations in their printed,
e-communicated and spoken Prayer Lists.
May we trust: Our God knows our prayers -- whoever we are, wherever we are and
whatever we say. Prayer changes the pray-er.

https://www.facebook.com/UCCGrafton/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCD6O7WxciXwlnx1Ho1GVngg/videos
https://twitter.com/GraftonUCC
https://www.instagram.com/graftonucc/
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