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Dear members and friends of our Congregational Church of Grafton:

Ah! It is summertime in New England! Summertime marks the vibrant season when—regardless of our age, address or bank
account—we may experience the Sacred...differently.
Holy Scripture records that Noah observes God in a rainbow. (Genesis 9:12-16)
Moses encounters God in a burning bush. (Exodus 3:2-4)
Elijah beholds God, not in a whirlwind or a fire or an earthquake, but in a still, small voice. (1 Kings 19:11-12)
Some people today claim they experience God in chicken soup. Still others proclaim the presence of God…in ice cream.
***
Two summers ago, six-year-old Clarissa and her mother climbed into the booth of a local diner. Once the daughter-mother
duo had ordered their food, Clarissa asked, “Mom, may I please say 'grace'?”
Her mother nodded. “Sure, Clarissa.”
The two of them bowed their heads. Clarissa spoke, “God is great; God is good. Now we thank God for our food. And, God, I
will thank you even more if Mom buys me ice cream for dessert. With liberty and justice for all. Amen!”
The child's prayer evoked hearty laughter from nearby customers. But one man, who sat in the booth adjacent to Clarissa and
her mother, murmured audibly, “What’s wrong with this country? Kids today don’t even know how to pray! Asking God for
ice cream? Why I've never heard of anything so rude!”
Clarissa overheard the man’s words. Immediately tears trickled down her cheeks. She looked toward her mother and asked,
“Did I do it wrong? Is God mad at me?”
“You did a fine job of praying,” assured the mother. “And, no, God is not angry with you.”
A petite woman, seated at the counter, eased out of her chair. She walked directly to the booth occupied by the daughter and
her mother.
She smiled at Clarissa. “Want to know something? God thought your prayer was a lovely prayer.”
“Really?” Clarissa asked.
The diminutive woman replied with a theatrical whisper and gestured with her right hand across her chest, “Cross my heart!”
After that, the woman turned her head slightly in the direction of the man who had made the critical remark. “How sad that
he hasn’t asked God for ice cream. A little ice cream is good for the soul.”
Then the petite woman returned to her seat at the counter.
At the end of their meal, the mother ordered two scoops of ice cream for her daughter. The waitress brought the dish of ice
cream to their table. The six-year-old girl stared at the ice cream for a moment.
Then, without uttering a word, Clarissa picked up the dish of ice cream. She walked to the adjacent booth and placed it in
front of the man who had grumbled earlier.
With an earnest smile on her face, she told him, “Here. This is for you. Ice cream is good for the soul sometimes. My soul is
good already.”
***
Literally, ice cream may induce a cooling, calming sensation in the body. Figuratively, ice cream may evoke a gentling,
assuring awareness of the soul.
This summertime, may you spoon up ice cream for your soul and simultaneously nourish yourself with “compassion,
kindness, humility, meekness and patience.” (Colossians 3:12)
A Shove from the Dove

Beside you in the journey of faith,

Rev. Dr. Barbara Therese
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Hear Ye! Hear Ye!
Ownership of Our Historic Parsonage Has Changed Hands!
Our historic church parsonage
is now in the care, custody and control
of a new owner!
The parsonage—located at 8 South Street in Grafton Center—had been part of the life
and history of our faith community for more than 163 years. Church and town records
document that our church first purchased the parsonage in 1858 with the stated intent to
provide housing for the church's pastor and family members.
The sale of the parsonage closed on June 8, 2021.
After realtor and legal fees, proceeds totaled $473,180.
Proceeds were deposited into a new fund with our church’s United Church Fund
(UCF) account.
Moving forward, the new fund will be a source for Housing Allowance costs of
ministers who serve as pastor to our faith community.
Fun fact: The new owner of the parsonage herself grew up in a parsonage and
holds fond memories of her “parsonage years.” Thus, the new owner is committed to
restoring and retaining the historical charm of the parsonage.
Old places have soul.
*****

Springtime “Gratitudes”
Dear family of faith: A life lived in gratitude gives birth to quiet joy.
Our month of July—with its intense Summer heat—may quickly melt memories of Spring. However, our past Spring—
which dawned in late March and set in late June—gave birth to many historic events and activities within our faith community.
Moreover, when we focus on gratitude, the tide of COVID-induced disappointments flows out, and the tide of love rushes in.
In all seasons, including our 18+ month Season of COVID, our church is sustained, nourished and strengthened by
many minds, many hands and many hearts. From our memorable Spring, may we identify some of those “many minds, hands
and hearts.” We bid God's embrace of grace upon them:

Deep thanks to our Director of Communications: Kathy Vandenengel
Profound thanks to our Spring Concert Pianist: Junya Awata.
Rousing thanks to our See Us Now (SUN) Team: Ron Sainio and Andrew Tsombakos.
Abiding thanks to our Onward & Forward Team: Justin Cotter, Larry Drew, Joanne Hable and Sue Howell.
Enthusiastic thanks to our Parsonage Sale Committee and Assistants: Diane Chaisson, Joanne Hable, Amy Koskinen,
Bob McLean, Elizabeth Torres.
Resounding thanks to our Parsonage Clean-Up Crew: Cory Gillin, Barbara Gow, Joanne Hable, Connie Hopkins, Sue
Howell, Amy and Matt Koskinen, the Lane Family (April and Rob, Steven and Matthew), Elizabeth Torres, Matthew Torres,
Lynne Flanagan-Tsombakos, and Kathy Vandenengel.
Bouquets of thanks to our Flower Pot Angel: Betty Mack.
Heart-felt thanks to our Deacons: Joanne Hable, Sue Howell, Craig Peacock, Kim Stewart, Lorraine Swanson and
Holly Weitgrefe.
Enduring thanks to Thrift Shop volunteers: Diane Chaisson, A my Koskinen, Diane Lalone, A pril Lane, Kim Stewart,
and Lynne Flanagan-Tsombakos.
Seismic thanks to the Donor of the Yamaha upright piano and its safe delivery: The Coldwell Family (Don, Vidia,
Erik, Amy, Sophie, Nick and the Adult BSA Leaders of Troop 107)
Harmonic thanks to our Music Committee: Donna Blanchard, Betty Mack, Bob McLean, Lynne Flanagan-Tsombakos
and Holly W eitgrefe.

Endless thanks to our Lawn Care Provider: Erik Coldwell
Beside you with gratitude,

Rev. Barbara

Holy Happenings in July!

Faith-deepening events within our faith community
during our In-Person and Online Services on Sundays at 10 a.m.
Join us at: facebook.com/UCCGrafton/
***
July 4= “Nouvelle Voix” Sunday and Feast for All
Preacher: Mr. Kayson Jones
Sermon: It’s a New Season!
We are emerging from an 18-month global pandemic.
We halted. We paused. Now we begin...again.
How may we re-connect, build and grow...again?
In your homes, please assemble a bit of bread to share in the Feast for All.
NOTE: This In-Person service will be held in our sanctuary.
Kindly wear masks while inside sanctuary.
After our service, a Time of Fellowship will be held outside the church.
Refreshments will be offered.
***
July 11 = “Nouvelle Voix” Sunday
Preacher: Rev. Cindy Maybeck
Sermon: Comfort and Peace with Our Heavenly Mother
Holy Scripture often describes the Holy One with nurturing characteristics.
Scripture-telling and storytelling pastor Rev. Maybeck
shares aloud sacred scripture and stories to illustrate how we may
experience comfort and peace from a Heavenly Mother.
NOTE: This service will be conducted outside.
Portable chairs will be safely distanced. Or bring your own chair.
After our service, a Time of Fellowship will be offered outside,
where refreshments will be available.
***
July 18 = Parable Sermon #1
Sermon: Pass the Mustard! And Pass the K indness!
In this first in a series of “A Pocketful of Parables” Sermons,
we consider the Parable of the Mustard Seed, first told in the year 32 A.D.,
and its relevant message for us in mid-July in the year 2021.
NOTE: Service will be in-person and indoors.
Time of Fellowship and refreshments will be outdoors.

***
July 25 = Christmas In July
Sermon: People Presents and Human Gifts
As we hear the story of Christmas and sing Christmas carols,
may we recall the most memorable Christmas gift from our past.
All are invited to wear read and green...and Christmas accessories, too!
NOTE: Service will be in-person and outdoors.
Time of Fellowship and refreshments will be outdoors.

Summer Sermon Series: A Pocketful of Parables
July, August and September
Storytelling is the most powerful way to present ideas to the world. Moreover, stories have
the power to create social change and to inspire community—for generations.
In the 1st century A.D., Jesus of Nazareth knew the power of storytelling. His stories—also
known as parables—endure to this day: The Good Samaritan, The Prodigal Son, The Sower and
the Seeds.
During our summer months of July, August and September, our Sunday morning Messages
will explore “A Pocketful of Parables”--a Summer Sermon Series that considers a half dozen of
Jesus' parables. These “pocketful of parables” will include familiar as well as lesser known stories
shared by Jesus.
In this month of July, we begin our Parables Sermon Series on July 18, when we engage
with The Parable of the Mustard Seed—the only parable that is recorded in three gospels: Mark,
Matthew, and Luke.
Plan now to join with our faith community—in-person or online—for our “Pocketful of
Parables” Sermon Series!
This is no greater power on this earth
than story.
--Libba Bray

Onward – and Moving Forward!
The Onward and Forward Team met on June 3 to review the latest guidelines from government
sources and to craft our Church’s response. Two factors played a major role in our discussion.
First, while the State has lifted all mandates, they are “strongly encouraging” Places of Worship
to follow Phase 3 guidelines. Secondly, in assessing our vulnerabilities, we realize we have very
poor ventilation in most areas of the building, not an ideal setting for large gatherings. Our goal
was to create a worship experience where everyone can feel safe.
With this information, we have adopted the NY UCC’s “Two out of Three” approach to gathering.
This approach identifies 3 practices for safe gatherings and asks us to choose which two to adopt.
The 3 safety measures are : wear a mask, social distance, meet outdoors. Put into practice,
this will mean:
- If meeting indoors, wear a mask and social distance (3 feet apart)
- If meeting outdoors, either wear a mask or practice social distancing (3 feet apart)

Beginning on Father’s Day, June 20, and continuing through the summer we will have Hybrid
Services - both in-person and live streamed. Services will be either indoors or out - watch the
Weekly Update to get the latest on where we will gather! RSVP’s are not required to attend
church in person.

The Task Team also reviewed these important aspects of worship:
- Singing - While the choir will not be assembling, the congregation will be encouraged to
sing the hymns. We ask that those singing not project their voice any more than they
would for a responsive reading. Humming and “mumbling harmoniously” are perfectly
fine!
- Communion - We will be practicing the Feast for All again. It will be a little different stay tuned for more information.
- Passing of the Peace - We will continue to use American Sign Language (ASL) to greet
others.
- Coffee Hour - It’s back! Coffee hour will be held outside with individually packaged food
and drinks.

The Onward and Forward Team will be meeting again in August to assess how we are doing and
where we want to go for the Fall. Have a safe and joy-filled Summer!
The Onward and Forward Team,
Joanne Hable, Justin Cotter, Larry Drew, Sue Howell, Reverend Barbara

F.A.C.E. Group: Milestones and Standouts
You are braver than you believe.
You are stronger than you seem.
You are smarter than you think.

If one desires to make a difference in the world, one must be different from the world.
Throughout the month of June, members of our faith community's F.A.C.E. Group (Faith And Car ing Encounter
Group) made milestone achievements and delivered standout messages.
On June 4, Sophie Coldwell graduated from Grafton High School—a milestone of seismic proportions—after
surviving, enduring and prevailing through her COVID-complicated junior and senior years. This fall, Sophie will attend Bay
Path University in Longmeadow, MA, where she will pursue a Bachelor's degree in Interior Design and Marketing.
On June 13, Graduation Sunday, all graduates (grade school, high school, college, graduate and post-graduate
programs) within our congregation were acknowledged for their milestone life events, including these high school graduates:
Sophie Coldwell, Jayce Keeler and Ava McLean.
On June 20, Maggie McLean delivered an impressive YOUTH*SPEAK Message, titled Dance Lessons: The
Imperfection of Perfection. Drawing from her 10+ years of dance lessons, Maggie presented a standout message that
identified the significant challenge of perfectionism in the realm of dance performances and competitions. Wisely, she invited
parallel comparisons of how we all battle perfectionism somewhere in our lives: in academics, our careers and our
relationships. Maggie asked her listeners to reflect on their own self-expectations: “Do you have healthy or unhealthy
expectations? Do you hold yourselves to unrealistic expectations of perfectionism? If so, you may impair or threaten your
sense of self-esteem and self-worth. Instead, set and seek attainable goals and expectations for yourselves.” Truthfully,
perfectionism is a myth.
Throughout June, Nick Coldwell, Senior Patrol Leader for BSA Troop 107, continued to document and compile his
plan to restore our church's Fire Escape—which is his milestone and standout Eagle Scout Project. With painstaking care, Nick
is researching, diagramming and writing up each step of the Project. His goal is to complete the write-up of the Project by early
August and commence the actual restoration by early September.
Why fit in
when you were born to stand out!
--Dr. Seuss

Sharing-the-Light Food Collection:
Grafton Food Bank Welcomes Direct Food Donations Again!
Good news for our local community and our faith community!
With the easing of certain COVID-based restrictions for in-person community services,
our own faith community may resume its monthly Sharing-the-Light Food Collection
of non-perishable food items for our local Grafton Food Bank!
Thus, our Sharing-the-Light Food Collection, conducted during our church service on the first Sunday of each month,
resumes with enthusiasm!
The Board of Directors of the Grafton Food Bank have issued a public request for these specific non-perishable items:
Canned fruit
Peanut Butter

Solid white tuna in water
Cereal (Rice Krispies and Cheerios)
Toothbrushes (two-pack)

Coffee
Toothpaste (4 oz. and larger)

On the first Sunday of each month, our “Message for All Ages” will invite young ones and those of all ages to come
forward and to place donations into the “Sharing-the-Light” basket.
As well, a large basket to receive donations for the Grafton Food Bank is located on the kitchen counter of our church’s
Fellowship Hall to receive contributions during weekdays.
Once a month, Rev. Barbara transports our congregation’s donated goods to the Grafton Food Bank, housed in the
Grafton Municipal Building.

Thank you for “Sharing-the-Light” of help and of hope within our greater community!

Words of Gratitude

From: LGBT Asylum Task Force
To: The Congregational Church of Grafton
This past Spring, the Mission and Outreach Committee (MOC) invited participation of our faith community in the
“Furnish a Room” Campaign, sponsored by the LGBT Asylum Task Force.
In May, 2021, our Congregational Church of Grafton contributed $760, plus a new upright vacuum cleaner, to the
“Furnish a Room” Campaign. The MOC provided $500 to the total gift.
The MOC joyfully shares the following message of gratitude, written by Denise Darrigrand, member of the Steering
Committee of the LGBT Task Force:
Dear members of the Congregational Church of Grafton:
On behalf of the LGBT Asylum Task Force,
I want to thank you for your generous contribution to the
“Furnish a Room” House Fund.
We are so excited and hope to have an Open House this Summer.
I do hope you will join us.
Again, thank you!

Denise M. Darrigrand,
Steering Committee
***

Neston Melvile-Jones and Barbara Gow, Chair and member of the MOC respectively, are very thankful for the support
of our faith community to this local Mission and Outreach Project.

GRAFTON THRIFT SHOP
VOLUNTEERS FOR JULY 2021
Shop Hours: Thursdays, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.; Saturdays, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Thursday 11 a.m.to 3 p.m.

Saturday 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

July

July

1
8
15
22
29

Diane Chaisson
Diane Lalone
11-1 Diane Chaisson
1-3 April Lane
Diane Lalone
Lynne Tsombakos

3
10
17
24
31

11-1 Diane Chaisson
1-3 April Lane
11-1 Kim Stewart
1-3 Lynne Tsombakos
Kim Stewart
11-1 Diane Chaisson
1-3 April Lane
Diane Chaisson

The Thrift Shop is looking for more volunteers. If you would like to volunteer, contact Daine Chaisson at
diane@meadowlarks-farm.net.

July Birthdays
Connie Hopkins

7/1

Barbara Bryant

7/3

Ray Guilmette

7/3

Ken Swanson

7/22

Craig Peacock

7/23

Larry Drew

7/25

Declan Keeler

7/25

Nicklaus Coldwell

7/30

CARE AND CONCERN CIRCLE
July 2021
Join the Care and Concern Circle by keeping these people in your prayers now and throughout your week.

If you have a special request for prayer that you want listed in the Care & Concern
Circle, please call the church office: 508-839-4513. Your prayer request may be included in
the PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE during our online worship service on Sunday mornings.
We pray for recovery, well-being and comfort for:
Joan-Beth
Amanda
Liz
Donald
Kino

Louise and George
Sara
Jeff
Ana

Vicky
Penni
Kristina
Darren

https://www.facebook.com/UCCGrafton/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCD6O7WxciXwlnx1Ho1GVngg/videos
https://twitter.com/GraftonUCC
https://www.instagram.com/graftonucc/
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